Road-Rail Transport

The comparative advantages of motor transport are so
great that inspite of a higher road-rate than the railway
freight, in certain cases, it is preferred because of the
elimination of costs incidental to railway transport. "Wheat
is transported from Okara to Lahore, eighty miles off, at a
cost of 3| annas per maund-mile. Within the 'Presidency
of Bombay, the charge comes to 6 pies per maund-mile.
The rate varies with the kind of traffic handled, the
condition of the roads, distance travelled and the
availability of other forms of conveyance. As a rule,
the better the road and the easier the portability of the
goods, the lower must be the rate. Contrariwise, the
greater the distance and fewer the rival agents, the higher
would be the freight. Usually, it is believed that the
motor vehicle can operate only within a radius of about
50 miles. Actually, however, 600 miles is not uncommon.
The Marketing report shows that wheat is shipped from
Okara to Gwalior of the same distance at the rate of
Rs. 1-6-0 per maund against Rs. 1-12-0 by

We shall now turn to receipts. We saw that the
operating expenses of the Dharapuram-Dindigul line
amounted to Rs. 335 as against total receipts of Es. 615,
for a period of 3 weeks. The net credit would therefore
amount to Rs. 280 on a total mileage of 2,860. The net
receipts for this would come to an a.rma, per mile.
Similarly, if the Pollaehi route were taken, the net credit
in November, 1937 would be seen to be Es. 4,635, against
total expenses of Rs. 3,015 incurred by working 1,770
miles, which comes to a net receipt of 3J annas for
t^e, line as a whole. Taking an individual bus, it is
ftrand that the total collection of bus No. M. L. 1692
iu, the month of November, 1937, was Rs. 1,120 and
^fflftfoig ^speases were Rs. 406, thus showing a net credit
of Bs, 714. The total mileage ran during the month
13   Figures from the Marketing Report on Wheat, p. 236.
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